Coast to Cascade Trail

Poker Flat - Bolan Lake
Connector Trail
DRAFT Proposal
The Coast to Cascade Trail will be the only trail on the western seaboard
that will connect the coast to the Cascade-Sierra cordillera. Most of the
route is made up of existing trails except for two sections incidated in
yellow on the map below. The uncompleted section in Smith River National
Recreation Area near the coast is currently under construction. The other
uncompleted section is addressed in this document.
The Coast to Cascade Trail makes it possible to hike from Redwood State and National Park to Crater Lake National Park,.
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Background

The first efforts to establish the Coast to Cascade Trail began in 1992 with a Memorandum
of Understanding signed between Six Rivers National Forest, California State Parks,
Redwood National Park, and others (see copy attached at end of this document).Efforts
to establish the trail were recently revived by a grant awarded to the nonprofit Rose
Foundation for the purpose of restoring the historic Kelsey Pack Trail, a supply route
established in 1850 between Crescent City and the gold fields at Yreka, California. Once
completed, the trail will provide a link between Redwood State and National Parks with the
Siskiyou Wilderness where existing trails allow hikers to continue east toward the Cascades.
At the north end of the Siskiyou Wilderness, hikers will encounter an eight mile section of
ridge with no trail. This is the eight mile segment between , the remaining section needing
construction, is discussed on the next page.
California Conservation
Corps crew working on the
historic Kelsey Pack Trail
located a few yards above the
wild and scenic South Fork of
the Smith River.

Sign at the Coast to Cascade
trailhead near the community
of Rock Creek, South Fork of
the Smith River, Smith River
National Recreation Area,
California.

Page 2

Coast to Cascade Trail - Proposal for the section from Poker Flat to Bolan Lake

Poker Flat to Bolan Lake

The final segment of trail needed for completion of the Coast to Cascade Trail is located
along a ridge between the Siskiyou Wilderness (bottom left below) and Red Buttes
Wilderness (upper right). The distance is approximately ten miles with about two miles
of existing trail and eight miles of new trail. The route traverses lands managed by Rogue
River-Siskiyou National Forest and Klamath National Forest in three different counties (Del
Norte, Siskiyou, Josephine). Two-thirds of the trail is in California and the remaining third
is in Oregon.
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Historic Trails
Historic maps show trails along portions of the ridge line where the proposed Coast to
Cascade Trail is to be established. Both maps below share the same problem of trails
disappearing beneath the thick, black line separating Siskiyou and Del Norte counties. For
this reason, the extent and location of these historic trails is difficult to ascertain.
Pink line indicates the approximate location of proposed trail.
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Siskiyou - Red Buttes Wilderness connector trail
South Section - Poker Flat to Jefferson State Byway
This section provides information on the characteristics of the landscape along the proposed
trail route between Poker Flat and the Jefferson State Byway (USFS 48).

1 Poker Flat

Poker Flat is the first site with
road access that travelers will
encounter for the full length of
the Siskiyou Wilderness. There
is no water at this location and
the nearest water source is
3-5 miles to the south (Twin
Valley) and/or north (Loretta
Falls, Jefferson State Byway).

Poker Flat looking north with road 18N33 seen along the
left side of the photo. The trail would go over the ridge in the
background.

2 South ridge saddle
An abandonded road runs
along the length of a saddle
immediately above Poker
Flat and could be used for the
trail. At the north end of the
saddle the road cuts away from
the ridge to Poker Flat Road
(18N33).

A small outcrop of serpentinized peridiotite makes up the ridge.
The road may have been used to access a chrome prospect.

3 Vista point

One of the best opportunities for viewing the region to the west are found at rock outcrops
along the lower crest of the ridge as climbing up from the south ridge saddle.
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4 South ridge forest

The ridge-top has a Douglas fir forest
characteristic of this elevation. Trail
construction in this area would not
require much more than clearing
debris.

5 Central ridge forest
The central part of the ridge has rock
outcrops with many options for routing
a trail around them on easily worked
forest soils.

6 690 saddle

Road 690 passes near a saddle on the
ridge about two miles north of Poker
Flat. The area north of the saddle has
evidence of timber harvesting maybe
10-20 years ago.
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7 Porters Camp (18N36)
A powerline crosses the ridge
at a saddle labeled on maps
as Porters Camp. The 18N36
road is well traveled and
maintained.

Road 18N36 crosses the saddle at Porter Camp. A Klamath
National Forest sign can be seen in the center left. Vegetation
on the forest floor is typical for this elevation.

8 Little Grayback east slope:
There was no opportunity to explore this slope prior to snow accumulation closing roads.

9 Jefferson State Byway
Jefferson State Byway (USFS 48)
is the first paved road that hikers
will encounter after leaving the
South Fork of the Smith River.
They will not encounter another
paved road until reaching Interstate
Five.
Jefferson State Byway looking south into
California. Little Grayback Mountain is
seen in the background horizon.
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North Section - Jefferson State Byway to Bolan Lake

15

This section provides information on the landscapes encountered in the northern half of the
proposed trail that takes hikers to Bolan Lake where an existing trail completes the route to
Red Buttes Wilderness.
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10 Jefferson State Byway
The route continues from Jefferson
State Byway following the same
ridge as Forest Service Road 4812.
There may be an older road along
the upper part of the ridge in the
first mile but this was not confirmed
before snow closed the roads for the
winter.

Road 4812 is well traveled and maintained and takes
drivers along the west slope below the ridge top. An
older road goes off to the right of this photo.

11 Road 4812
This is a well maintained and
popular recreation access road
to Bolan Lake Campground and
Tannen Lakes in the southern part
of Red Buttes Wilderness.

12 Ridge
Road 4812 follows close to the top
of the ridge making it difficult to
separate hikers from vehicle traffic.

Thickets of chinquapin were common along the upper
ridge in this area.

Page 10

Coast to Cascade Trail - Proposal for the section from Poker Flat to Bolan Lake

13 Road 017 - South
Weston Ridge
The proposed trail is routed around
the west side of Weston Ridge and
Weston Mountain where there is a
greater chance of giving hikers a
more wilderness-like experience.
Nevertheless, it is very difficult to
separate hikers from existing roads
in this area no matter which way
the trail is routed.
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An abandoned road parallels Road 017 and might serve
as a surface for the trail.

14 Road 017 - Central Weston Ridge
The Althouse Creek drainage was one of the promnent gold mining districts during the
Oregon gold rush of 1851. The slope in the upper drainage is relatively steep and densely
covered with a Douglas fir forest typical of this elevation.
Weston
Mountain
Road
040

Road
017

15 Bolan Lake Campground
Hikers will have access to water and camping at this popular high elevation lake. There is
also an option for staying in the Bolan Mountain Lookout if they make a reservation ahead
of time. An existing trail continues from here to Red Buttes Wilderness.
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A HIKING CLASSIC
The Coast to Cascade Trail links the coast and Cascade-Sierra cordillera in an area of
unique geologic landscapes connected by an almost continuous corridor of parks and
wilderness.

Compelling natural history
This route is unique because its entire length traverses above the Cascadia Fault Zone.
For this reason, tectonic landscapes become a major theme of the visitor experience. This
includes the location of the largest tsunami to hit the contiguous United States, terrain
created by continuous regional uplift, exposures of rock from the upper mantle of the earth,
ancient continental edges, regions of ancient volcanic activity and regions of recent volcanic
activity.
Also unique would be the opportunity to traverse through plant communities growing at
sea level and under the influence of moisture and temperature controls of the Pacific Ocean
to the alpine plant communities growing at 7,000 feet along the rim of Crater Lake. Along
the way, hikers will pass through the enigmatic vegetation landscapes growing on the
nutrient-poor exposures of mantle rock in the Smith River National Recreation Area and
Red Buttes Wilderness. Douglas fir dominates the landscape up to the Siskiyou-Cascade
National Monument where ponderosa becomes more prevalent at the Hyatt and Howard
Prairie Reservoirs. Ponderosa gradually gives away to stands of western hemlock and lodge
pole pine as you approach Crater Lake with limber pine and subalpine fir becoming more
prevalent along the rim where wind piles snow into twenty foot deep drifts during winter
months.

A continuous corridor of parks and wilderness
There is no other place on the west coast that offers an almost continuous route of
wilderness from the coast to the inland cordillera of the Sierra and Cascade mountain range.
Beginning at Crescent Beach in Redwood State and National Park, hikers would go through
the following resources on their trek to Crater Lake National Park:
Redwood State and National Park
Starting at Endert’s Beach the route takes
hikers through lagoons and spruce forest to
the crest of the coastal hills and the beginning
of the old growth redwood forest.

Jedediah Smith State Park
The route enters the Mill Creek watershed
where trails through the old growth
redwood forest provide a world-class hiking
experience. The route passes through Stout
Grove with the sixth tallest tree in the world
and then connects to the historic Kelsey
Pack Trail that climbs out of the forest
toward Little Bald Prairie.
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Smith River National Recreation Area
The historic 1852 Kelsey Pack Trail traverses
through a portion of the largest serpentine
rock exposure in North America as it follows
the wild and scenic designated South Fork of
the Smith River before entering the Siskiyou
Wilderness.

Siskiyou Wilderness
The route continues eastward
following existing trails including
portions of the Clear Creek National
Recreation Trail. Wilderness Falls,
the only waterfall on the route, is seen
while hiking on this trail. The route
also offers opportunities for taking
short side trips to several alpine lakes.
Poker Flat-Bolan Lake - THE SEGMENT DESCRIBED IN THIS DOCUMENT
At the north end of Siskiyou Wilderness an eight mile segment of trail will need to be
constructed to create a link to the Red Buttes Wilderness. Bolan Lake offers camping and
and opportunity to spend the night in the Bolan Mountain lookout.
Red Buttes Wilderness
This region offers a rugged landscape of mantle rock that stunts the growth of vegetation
and gives the region an alpine feel even though this elevation is commonly covered with
a Douglas fir forest. Existing trails take hikers to the Pacific Crest Trail with options for
taking side trips to alpine lakes.

Oregon Caves National Monument
This is a side trip off the main route
through the Red Buttes Wilderness.
Oregon Caves National Monument offers
an opportunity to take a cave tour and
spend the night in the historic lodge, one
of the great lodges of the west. The route
continues back through the Red Buttes
Wilderness following the Boundary
National Recreation Trail to the Pacific
Crest Trail.
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Pacific Crest Trail
The route follows the Pacific Crest Trail through Rogue River-Siskiyou National Forest to
Mount Ashland and Interstate Five. The distance from where the trail began at Redwood
National Park to this point is about 100 miles. Lodging is available at the Mount Ashland
Ski Resort.
Siskiyou-Cascade National Monument (BLM)
This National Monument is managed by the Bureau of Land Management and is
significant because it marks the transition point between ancient ocean crust geology
of the Siskiyou Mountains and landscapes of recent volcanic activity in the Cascade
Mountains.
Rogue River-Siskiyou National Forest
The route crosses the plateau-like landscapes of the ancient western Cascades volcanic
fields where ponderosa pine is the most common tree in the forest. Two recreation lakes,
Hyatt Reservoir and Howard Prairie Reservoir, both offer resort accommodations. Also
along this segment the route crosses the historic Applegate Pioneer Trail established
around 1846 and had an importance in Oregon history similar to the Oregon Trail. The
route crosses Highway 140 and passes Mount McLaughlin before entering the Sky
Lakes Wilderness. The next paved road after Highway 140 is Highway 62 in Crater Lake
National Park.
Sky Lakes Wilderness
This high elevation wilderness is situated south of Crater Lake National Monument and
has several lakes that retain their high water even in years of drought. Near the north end
of the wilderness there is an opportunity to take a side trip to Stuart Falls.

Crater Lake National Park
As the route approaches Crater
Lake, pumice becomes more
prevalent with the forest becoming
dominated by western hemlock
and lodgepole pine. The trail ends
at the rim of Crater Lake with
stands of subalpine fir and limber
pine mixed among the predominate
stands of western hemlock. Crater
Lake is the clearest and deepest
lake in the United States. Lodging
is available at the historic Crater
Lake Lodge located about a mile
to the south of the trail.
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Summary of the trail user experience

SCORE CARD
3 National Park units
3 Wilderness areas

3 National Forests
2 Great Lodges of the West
2

High elevation recreation lakes (Hyatt and Howard Prairie Reservoirs)
Tour cave
Wild and Scenic River
National Monument (BLM)
State Park
National Recreation Area

Conclusion
The Coast to Cascade Trail offers an opportunity to merge recreational resources managed
by Federal and State agencies to create a new marketing opportunity for the states of
Oregon and California. Benefits include increasing interagency partnerships and cooperation
to increase recreational use of public lands that have been traditionally under utilized. These
improvements ultimately will contribute to regional economic diversity and stability in low
economic communities.
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Siskiyou Wilderness about one mile south of Poker Flat on the Twin Valley Trail.

